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COLD OPEN
FADE | N:
EXT./EST. THE WHI TE HOUSE - NI GHT
Superi nposed over screen
9: 30PM
CUT TO:
I NT WHI TE HOUSE - TOBY'S OFFICE - N GHT
TOBY is rummagi ng through the bottom drawer of his desk.
There is a very large CUT ALONG HHS LIP. He pulls out a fat,
FROSTED BOTTLE of clear alcohol. Asian characters are witten
on the outside. He smles but then grinmaces when it hurts.
DI SSOLVE TO:
I NT THE WH TE HOUSE - THE OVAL OFFI CE - EARLI ER EVEN NG

BARTLET is very bothered. There's a knock on the door.

BARTLET
Yes!
Toby enters.
TOBY
M. President..
BARTLET
Goddammi t Toby!
TOBY
.Sir.
BARTLET
Toby, | amused to bei ng maneuvered by
t he Republicans! | amused to being

maneuvered by ny constituents! Congress!
The Justice Departnment! My own party!
Hell, even ny own wife!

TOBY
Sir...

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

BARTLET
But Damit, Toby, not ny senior staff.
It’s like the | ast bastion of people |
can actual ly bully!

SMASH CUT TGO

INT - THE WHI TE HOUSE - TOBY' S OFFI CE - NI GHT (| NTERCUT BACK
AND FORTH BETWEEN THE OVAL OFFI CE)

Toby drops ice into a martini shaker. He pours a deep shot,
takes a nonent then pours a double.

DI SSOLVE TO
INT THE WH TE HOUSE - THE OVAL OFFI CE - EARLI ER EVEN NG

BARTLET
... These weren’t issues | had to worry
about; totally off the radar. Except you -
not Congress, not the Senate, not even
t he dammed Suprenme Court - made it into
sonmething | had to worry about!

TOBY
I think if this adm nistration..

BARTLET
Toby, | think it’s abundantly clear that
| really don't give a rat’s ass what you
think of this adm nistration.

DI SSOLVE BACK TO:
INT - THE WHI TE HOUSE - TOBY'S OFFI CE - N GHT
Toby is bottonms-up in one gulp.
DI SSOLVE BACK CUT TGO
I NT THE WH TE HOUSE - THE OVAL OFFI CE - EARLI ER EVEN NG
BARTLET
My god Toby, you really are the probl em
child. Wy can’'t you be nore |ike Sam

Josh, and CJ, - the good kids in the
famly.

TOBY
If this admnistration didn’t have it’'s
head up it’'s ass!

( CONTI NUED)
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BARTLET

Are you saying you think that this

adm nistration has it’s head up it’s ass

or I, the President of these United

States, has his head up his ass? Because

there is very little distinction in what

you' re saying here Toby!

DI SSOLVE BACK TO:

INT - THE WHI TE HOUSE - TOBY'S OFFI CE - N GHT
Toby pours anot her.

DI SSOLVE CUT TGO
INT THE WH TE HOUSE - THE OVAL OFFI CE - EARLI ER EVEN NG

Bartl et and Toby are nose to nose.

BARTLET
-- you picked a hell of a tine to becone
reacti onary Toby!

TOBY
-- it beats the bl eachers!

BARTLET
You know | have half a mnd right nowto
knock you on your whining, self-absorbed
ass.

DI SSOLVE BACK TO:
INT - THE WHI TE HOUSE - TOBY'S OFFI CE - N GHT
As Toby shakes the Martini tin, SAM bursts in

SAM
VWhat the hell were you thinking?!

TOBY
Conme on in Sam the door’s open. (then)
You just m ssed Josh. You two coul d’' ve
gi ven your condol ences at the sane tine.

SAM
That was so damm. ..
(sees Toby’'s |ip)
Yi kes! Does that hurt?

Toby eyes him

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

SAM ( CONT’ D)
| can’t believe he did that.
TOBY
Yup.
(hol ds up the bottle)
VWant one?
SAM
Toby, what the hell...?
TOBY
Saml  Do_you want one?
SAM
VWhat is it?
TOBY
Japanese Rice Vodka. It's really nice
stuff.
SAM

Are you serious?

TOBY
It’s kinda |ike Sake, but with a | ot
nore punch. Kicks the crap out of

bour bon.
SAM

You don’t think I'Il have one, do you?
TOBY

Sam | really don't --
SAM

-- Sure. Yeah. I'll have one. Wiy not?

It’s not everyday you get to drink to a
friend' s self-destruction.

Toby pours another with a wy smle. He shakes the marti ni
tin then puts it against his split lip.

TOBY
Yeah.

FADE OUT.

END OF COLD OPEN

( CONTI NUED)
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ACT ONE
FADE | N:
EXT./EST. THE WHI TE HOUSE - DAY
Superi nposed over screen:
7: 30AM
I NT - ENTRANCE TO THE WEST W NG - DAY
It’s the top of the norning. TOBY briskly enters with CHUN

(official |ooking, Asian, late 30's to early 40’'s). They
merge w th DONNA

DONNA
Hey Toby.

TOBY
Hey. Donna, this is the inconparable
Chun.

DONNA

“The | nconparabl e?” WWw.

CHUN
‘ Mor ni ng Donna.

TOBY
Chun’s our newy appointed liaison wth
Justi ce. He’s the man. The head- dude.
Qur Go-To guy.

CHUN
It helps if the Wiite House
Commruni cati ons Director signs your
perm ssion slip.

DONNA
| guess so.

Donna gi ves Toby a quick | ook-over.

TOBY
VWhat ?

DONNA
You're in a good nood. Actually, it’s
nore than that. You're in a great nood.

TOBY

Donna, it’s first thing in the norning.
Wiy wouldn’t | be in a great nood?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

DONNA
Seriously, what gives?
TOBY
The Knicks won in over-tine last night...
DONNA
| saw that. And that’s why?
TOBY
McEnroe’s still undefeated on the Seniors
t our.
DONNA

It’s good to see he’s undefeated
somewhere. And?

CHUN
Snap- G

DONNA
Snap-G? The rapper who's suing a
parental advisory group because of a
| abel war ni ng?

TOBY
Yup.
DONNA
So?
TOBY
So Chun here tells nme he’s about to w n.
DONNA
Ww. You listen to Snap-G?
TOBY
Not even a little bit. But | |ike that
he’s about to win a maj or freedom of
speech case. It rem nds ne of when | was
young.
DONNA

You were young Toby?

CHUN
He was young and he woul d’ ve protested
things |ike record warning | abels,
bel i eve ne.

TOBY
Chun here went to PS 201, in Brooklyn.

( CONTI NUED)
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CHUN
Toby went to PS 132, our biggest rival.

TOBY
The rival that pasted you four years in a
row on homecom ng

CHUN
We used to hear stories about Toby. He
graduated a | egend.

DONNA
A | egend? Wow.

CHUN
He held a war rally and | ocked the
teachers in the teachers | ounge. Made the
stuff at Colunmbia University seemlike a
canpfire girl rally.

TOBY
They were |ight-weights at Col unbi a.

CHUN
You woul d’ ve | oved record | abel s Toby.
(smles and heads off)
Ni ce neeting you Donna.

DONNA
Ni ce neeting you.

TOBY
That whol e case just gives ne a tingle.

DONNA
A tingle? Ww, this kinda nakes ne w sh
there was a mgjor first anmendnent case
every norning.

TOBY
Doesn’t it though?

DONNA
I wonder how long this great nood is
going to | ast.

ABBY appr oaches from behi nd.

ABBY
Toby Zacheri ah Zei gl er!

( CONTI NUED)
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DONNA
(1 ooks at her watch)
Ww. Three whol e m nutes.
(shares a ook with Toby, then)
Good Morning Ms. Bartlet; Toby' s a
| egend.

ABBY
Hi s parents nust be proud.

Donna knows to nove off.

TOBY
Good nmorning Ms. Bartlet.

ABBY
Toby, a Senator Strictland has hit up ny
office with sonething called the
Sorrenson Bill.

TOBY
Yeah, that would be the nationally
mandat ed school uniforns thing.

ABBY
Very good Toby. Now | can see why you're
such a |l egend. He said you haven’'t
returned any of his calls. Toby, are you
ignoring a United States Senator?

TOBY
Strictland’s a third-termer with very
few friends and only three weeks |eft
before he has to vacate the seat. He's a
senator, but not for long. And the
Sorrenson Bill is a joke.

ABBY
O course it’s a joke. That's not the
point. He's actually bothering the First
Lady because he thinks that’s how you get
to the Wiite House Communi cati ons
Director. AmI| the only one who finds
t hat backwar ds?

TOBY
He's just trying to nake sone noi se on
his way out the door.
Toby heads for the nearest coffee and pauses.

ABBY
VWhat ?

( CONTI NUED)
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TOBY
(RE: COFFEE PQT)
In three years |’ ve never gotten to the
fresh pot. | always get the bottom This
stuff snells nice. You know, I'mreally
havi ng a good day.

ABBY
-- Toby --

TOBY
Oh, I'’mgoing to keep on ignoring him
because | should. So should you.
woul dn’t even wipe with the Sorrenson
Bill. W should also keep ignoring him
because, well, it’s fun.

Beat. Toby sips his coffee awaiting her reaction, then..

ABBY
Fi ne.

CUT TGO
INT - WH TE HOUSE - BULLPEN - SAME TI ME

C) trots in to find SAM and JOSH casual ly | eani ng up agai nst
t he cool ers.

JOSH AND SAM

Hey.
a
Hey... Wat?
SAM
Not hi ng.
a
Fi ne.
Beat .
JOSH

Hey Sam did you know that CJ got anot her
one of those nystery letters again?

a
Ch gawd. . .
SAM
Really? Isn’'t that, |ike, the ninth one?

( CONTI NUED)
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JOSH
Wy, | believe so.

a
Drop it you norons!

CJ noves on, the guys follow

SAM
“Morons?” |Is that an appropriate way for
a senior white house staff nenber to
address her fellow senior white house
staff nmenbers?

a
No, it’s an appropriate way for a senior
whi te house staff nenber to address you
two norons.

SAM
(re: A LETTER in Josh’s hand)
Josh, isn’t that one of those letters
right there?

CJ turns back. Josh and Sam exam ne the letter

JOSH
| believe so. It was delivered to ny
of fice by accident.

a
Hey! G ve ne that thing!

SAM
Fi nders, keepers.

a
VWhat are you in third grade?

JOSH
| especially like the colors on the
outside. It |looks official but not quite.

SAM
Yeah, this sucker’s definitely personal.

JOSH

And you can tell there's a hint of, dare
| say it, “festivity” toit.

( CONTI NUED)
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a
(grow)

Josh Lyman if you don’t give ne back that
letter inmmediately, | wll eviscerate you
in such a painful and evil way that the
Devil will be envious of ny ingenuity and
God hinself will find it too gruesone to
forgive!

Beat. Cenuinely afraid for his life, Josh sheepishly hands
her the letter.

CJ (CONT’ D)
Thank you.

CJ enters her office and slans the door cl osed.

SAM
“Evi scer at e?”
JOSH
(silently)
WO w.
SAM (O. S.)

VWhat was with those letters?
SMASH CUT TO
INT TOBY'S OFFI CE - NI GHT (9: 00PM

It’s the sane tinme as the cold open. Toby pensively | ooks
out his w ndow.

TOBY
VWhat ?

SAM
Those letters.

TOBY
VWhat letters?

SAM
You know, those letters that CJ has been
getting. A whole bunch of them They’ ve
been com ng through our security checks
for the past three weeks. They | ook real
personal too. And festive.

TOBY
| don’t give a damm.

( CONTI NUED)
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SAM

Beat .

TOBY
I was having a good day, you know.

Toby | ooks out his w ndow agai n.
DI SSOLVE TGO
I NT TOBY' S OFFI CE - DAY (9: 00AM

Toby is seated at his desk snelling his coffee. LYDIA M NELL
(45, confident, smart, and always confortable) is at his
door .

LYDI A
Knock, knock.

TOBY
Hey. \What are you doi ng here?

LYD A
Got a nonent ?

TOBY
That depends on what for.

LYDI A
VWhat, one friend in Washington just can’t
stop in, unannounced, right at the
begi nning of the day to say, “Hello. Good
norni ng. How are you doi ng?” to anot her
friend in Washi ngton?

TOBY
No.
LYDI A
Toby. ..
TOBY
You're not going to give ne a thing are
you?
LYDI A
“A thing?”
TOBY

Yeah, because |I'mkinda’ in a good nood
t hi s norni ng.

( CONTI NUED)
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Lydia smles and pl ops herself down on Toby’s couch.

LYDI A
Then you' re gonna’ |ove this one Toby.
And you know why, because you have a
sense of hunor

TOBY
I"'mfanmed for it in the Oval Ofice.

LYDI A
Ch | bet you are.

TOBY
Wiy are you here?

LYD A
Guess.

TOBY
You're here to tell nme how happy you are
the Knicks won in over tine |ast night.

LYDI A
I am not, however | am happy they did.
Any ot her guesses?

TOBY
The chief political operative of the head
of the Senate Majority Wiip drops by ny
of fi ce, unannounced. Cee, could it be
t hat perhaps she’'s got a thing fromthe
head of the Senate Majority Wi p?

LYDI A
Sort of. Renenber that sense of hunor
thing...?
TOBY
Lydi al
LYDI A
Senator Strickland, Toby.
Beat .
TOBY
Are you ki dding ne?
LYDI A
| sincerely wish | were.
Toby si ghs.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

LYDI A (CONT’ D)
Toby, Strictland has worked with ny
boss. ..

TOBY
That woul d be the | eader of the Senate
Maj ority Wi p again.

LYDI A
Yeah, that guy. Anyway, they’ ve been
wor ki ng together for three terns now
They’' re chuns. They’ re buddies. One
m ght even call them cohorts. But
unfortunately one of themis about to
| eave the island. Sone technicality
about being voted out of office, or
sonmet hing like that.

TOBY
Yeah. | hate it when that happens.
LYDI A
‘“Totally with you on that. In any event,

Strictland has never had | egislature cone
out exclusively fromhis office. He's

al ways been a team player. He' s al ways
attached hinself. And now he wants his
chance up at the plate.

TOBY
The Sorrenson Bill.
LYD A
Yup.
TOBY

Your boss can’'t seriously care about the
Sorrenson Bill.

LYDI A
Bet ween you and ne, | don’t really think
he does. But your boss...

TOBY
... Wio would be the President of the
Uni ted States.

LYDI A
...Yeah, that guy. He put schoo
uniforns in his State of the Union | ast
year, which gave Strictland sonething to
ni bbl e on.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 3)

Beat .

TOBY
| can never get ny boss to keep his nouth
shut .

LYD A
Yup. So now nmy boss wants your boss to
consider the Sorrenson Bill because it’'s

Strictland s baby and he’s headed out to
graze in a few weeks.

TOBY
And your boss wants us to hold his hand
out to the pasture.

LYDI A

That’s politics Toby.
TOBY

The Sorrenson Bill is a joke.
LYDI A

And you won't hear any argunents on that
from ne.

TOBY
When you woke up this norning, did you
think this was how you were going to
start your work day?

LYDI A

(1 aughs)
No. | didn’t. But | just did. And now,
I’mgoing to get nyself a cup of coffee.

(Re: Toby’ s Coffee)
That snells great.

(gets up to head out)
Just let himbat for a bit Toby. He
won’t even get on base.

TOBY
Yeah.

FADE OUT:

CUT TGO

I NT WH TE HOUSE - BULLPEN - DAY

CAROL passes CJ. She has several LETTERS in her hand.

( CONTI NUED)
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16.

CARCL
(re: Letters)
‘“Morning CJ. These arrived.

a
Ch geez. Ok Carol, we need to discuss
you di scussing ny mail with other people.

CARCL
VWhat, I'’mnot allowed to di scuss your
personal, private mail with other people?

a
Well at least not with Sam and Josh -
Huey and Luey of the West W ng.

CARCOL
| didn’t discuss your mail with Huey and
Luey. They were just in the room

CcJ
In the roomw th who?

CARCL
The Presi dent.

CcJ
The President?! The President was
di scussing ny mail ?

CARCOL
One of The Letters found its way to the
Oval O fi ce.

a
You' re ki ddi ng ne.

CARCL
No. Ya' know, | think it was those crazy
guys in Mail Security. | think they're

getting tired of screening them

a
They can’'t get tired, they' re Security.

CARCL
Are the letters a threat?

a

No. You were in the roomwhen | called
themand told themthey were personal.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

CARCL
And you told themto...

a
... Keep sending themthrough. Which is
exactly what they' re doing, isn't it?

CARCL
Yeah.

a
Ok, call down to those crazy guys in
White House Mail Security and tell them
to chose soneone as a sacrificial |anb,
i mediately. Oherwise |'ll just
randomy get to one of them when they
| east expect it.

CARCL
Got cha.

Carol noves off. LEO approaches.

Leo hands

a
Hey Leo.

her a LETTER

LEO
This was very decorative. Wiat did it say
again, fromthe “TIJFHSA Board?”

a
The “BJFHSA Board.” It’s a long story.

LEO
Are these letters a threat?

a
No, they’ re personal

LEO
But they’ re roam ng around the West Wng
i ke gerbils?

a
Well, I"mgonna’ call down to security
but... yeah, gerbils sounds about right.
LEO

.

CJ noves off. Toby passes by.

( CONTI NUED)
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LEO ( CONT' D)
Toby, you had a visitor this norning?
TOBY
Yeah. Lydia Mnelli from.
LEO
The Senate Majority Wip.
TOBY
Yup. She was delivering a request for
Strictland.
LEO
That Sorrenson thing?
TOBY
Yup.
LEO
What do you think?
TOBY
That it’s a joke and she and her boss
knowit. | think they' re just trying to

show a little effort.

LEO
And maybe her boss is a little sore that
his big playmate is being asked to | eave
t he sandbox.

TOBY
Yeah t hat too.

LEO
You know we don’t have to give Strictland
any | ove here. Push cones to shove, the
Majority Whip ain’t gonna’ count nurse-
mai ding a pouty Senator as a favor |ater
on.

TOBY
I know.

LEO
So what do you want to do?

TOBY
Keep ignoring him

LEO
Good, but do it in a loud sort of way.

( CONTI NUED)
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TOBY
The | oud sort of way is the nost fun.

LEO
Then don't ever tell nme I don’t give you
t he good stuff.

MARGARET appr oaches.

Of her

TOBY
Yup.

MARGARET
Leo.

LEO
What’' s up?

stern | ook VE

INT WH TE HOUSE - LEO S OFFI CE - A FEW M NUTES LATER

Samenters. Leo, CJ, Toby and Josh are already there.

SAM
| just got your call.

LEO
Josh, contact Justice to nake sure we're
up to date on this one. CJ's gonna brief
in a few m nutes.

TOBY
| got a friend fromJustice here today.
Chun. He’s good.

LEO
Your new appoi ntee?
TOBY
Yup.
LEO
Good.
(to Q)

Tell the press that the Wite House w ||
not be issuing a statenment until we’ve
had a conplete report froml ocal
authorities. An official statement from
the President ain’t gonna happen until
the FBI report cones back in either.

19.

CUT TG

( CONTI NUED)
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CJ nods.

SAM
What’ s goi ng on?

LEO
Twenty-five mnutes ago a junior at
West | ake Acadeny in Maryl and entered the
school quad and shot off an entire clip
of a 9mm Baretta.

SAM
How many bullets is that?

TOBY
Sevent een, plus one in the chanber.

SAM
Jesus. Any casualties?

JOSH
We don’t know yet.

SAM
Admral Fitswallace's kids go there.

JOSH
Are you kidding, half the Cabinet’s kids
go there; not to nention the Senate and
Congr ess.

LEO
(to Sam
Put the President’s position on handguns
on deck. Bring out the speeches you
wote for himin Chicago | ast year.

JOSH
Are you sure it’s a good tine to bring
this back up? It mght look |ike we're
trying to use this as a way to bring guns
back on the table --

TOBY
-- sonet hing we always should be trying
to put back on the table --

LEO
-- No, I"'mnot sure it’s a good idea.
But yes, | want it on deck just in case

it becomes a good idea. Like you said,
hal f the Cabinet’s kids go there.

( CONTI NUED)
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SAM

Il bring out the speeches.

LEO
Good idea. Get going.

The team heads out.

TOBY
(to hinself)

21.

It seened |like it was going to be such a

good day too.

END ACT ONE.

DI SSOLVE TO

( CONTI NUED)



22.

CONTI NUED
ACT TWO
FADE | N:
EXT./EST. THE WHI TE HOUSE - DAY
Superi nposed over screen
10: 45 AM
CUT TO:

I NT THE WH TE HOUSE - BULLPEN - DAY
The staff is watching the TELEVI SI ON SCREENS.

TELEVI SI ON REPORTER
...Behind ne you can see where this
West | ake Acadeny junior shot-up the
bui | di ng foundation. As of yet it’'s
uncl ear what her notivations were...

JOSH
Ww, it was a girl.

DONNA
What, only boys own the market in
t eenaged angst and despair?

JOSH
No, it’s just | always thought that
teenaged girls took off with their forty-
year-ol d boyfriends when they wanted to
r ebel .

DONNA
Well we are the |and of equal
opportunity.

CJ) enters with Chun

a
Yeah, well this nmay not be as bad as we
t hi nk.

DONNA

Seriously?
a

According to Chun here no one was kill ed.
In fact no one was hit.

( CONTI NUED)
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JOSH
Wow.

a
Apparently this young woman was not only
a bad seed, she was a bad shot too.
Actual ly, witnesses said she really
didn’t aimthe gun at anyone. She just
bl asted up a few walls and a statue. She
didn’t hit a single person.

SAM
I don’t know about you but that sounds
i ke she’s an exceptionally good shot.

a
The only injuries are from people
ducking. One person fell through a glass
w ndow. Anot her person broke their |eg
and arm junping behind a wall. Aside
fromthat there was nostly just a | ot of
bunps and brui ses. She surrendered
hersel f peacefully.

JOSH
So this was just...?

a
A protest.

TOBY
A what ?

a
What woul d you want to call it?
Aut horities are specul ating that she was
meki ng a statenent about Westl ake
droppi ng her favorite art teacher
Apparently they’ re having budgetary
probl ens and sonething had to go.

SAM
Ww t he private school dollar just ain't
what it used to be?

a
Yup. However, they just added forty
percent to the football budget for a team
that was 0 and 11 | ast year.

JOSH
0 and 117

( CONTI NUED)
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a
Yup. Dead last in their division. (THEN)
K, | just talked to Leo. So far this
doesn’t look Iike a big deal so we
shouldn’t nmake it into a big deal

SAM
Maybe we can put guns back on the table
with this.

a

Cee that’s a new gane pl an.

SAM
Wiy not? Random situation of gun
vi ol ence that no one was killed by. It’s
perfect.

JOSH
But putting guns on the table with this
nmeans we nmake one, |one student’s protest
a national event.

TOBY
Whi ch nmeans we coul d get copycats.

a
Wi ch sort of goes agai nst that whole “we
shouldn’t nmake this a big deal” sort of
thing that Leo nentioned.

JOSH
Yup.
SAM
(di sappoi nt ed)
a
Real | y?
SAM
Yeah, k.
a
.
The team breaks off.
TOBY
Chun, can you hang around still, make

sure there aren’t any surprises?

( CONTI NUED)
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CHUN
You nean get out of going in to work
t oday because sone place called The Wite
House asked ne not to?

TOBY
Yeah.
CHUN
Sure, | can do that. (then) Protests are

not what they used to be, are they Toby?

TOBY
No, they’ re not.

Toby noves of f.

CUT TGO
I NT WH TE HOUSE CORRI DORS - DAY
Donna, Sam and Josh are noving together.

SAM
God, high school nust suck these days.

JOSH
Hi gh school is supposed to suck. It’s
i ke hazing for life. That doesn’t nean
you go shoot people over it.

DONNA
The word, according to Josh Lyman.

JOSH
Yeah.

DONNA
I 1iked school. In fact, | loved it.

SAM
Yeah, you woul d.

DONNA
You know what | really | oved?

JOSH
Ch god, you're going to tell us, right?

DONNA
“Wedgi es.”

Beat. Sam and Josh share a | ook

( CONTI NUED)
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JOSH
Wedgi es? No one enjoyed getting a
wedgi e, unl ess they were...

SAM
A pervert.
DONNA
I don’t nean getting wedgies, | neant
gi ving them
SAM
You gave wedgi es?!
JOSH
God, you think you know soneone.
DONNA
Sure. They're just harm ess fun. | was

a bit of a tonboy...

JOSH
You don’t say. You know how pai nf ul
t hose are?

DONNA
Are you speaking from experience?

SAM
There is no shane in being a wedgie
survivor and being able to talk about it.

JOSH
Amen ny br ot her.
DONNA
Conme on, they were just things that Kkids
do.
JOSH
O you did.
SAM

Because they’'re such good, harnml ess fun.

DONNA
Exactly.

Josh and Sam share a | ook, then spin Donna around and give

her a WEDA E. She screans. Sam and Josh high-five one
anot her as they nove off, |eaving Donna nortifi ed.

( CONTI NUED)
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CUT TGO
EXT./EST THE WHI TE HOUSE - DAY
Superi nposed over screen
12: 30PM
CUT TGO

I NT TOBY' S OFFI CE - DAY

Toby is seated at his desk. SENATOR STRICTLAND (late 60’ s
early 70's, pleasant and very fatherly | ooking) cones to
knock on his door. Toby is shocked.

STRI CTLAND
You really should make a habit out of
cl osi ng your door Toby.

TOBY
Senator Strictl and!

STRI CTLAND
| always have ny door closed during the
wor k day. Do you know why?

TOBY
Sir...?

STRI CTLAND
So that any old schnoe like a three term
US Senator - sone schnoe |ike ne actually
- couldn’t just walk in and corner you in
your own office. [It’s tougher to duck
people wth an open door Toby.

TOBY
I’ msorry Senator, | wasn’t ducking you

STRI CTLAND
Yes you were. And you were doing a |ousy
job of it too. | once had sone idiot
Representative fromny district |obby ny
office to have hotdog rolls and hot dogs
packaged in the sane nunber. He wanted
it to be |aw.

TOBY
Sir...
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STRI CTLAND
| had ny office tell himthat | was in a
nmeeting with neat packers and that he
shoul d stop on by. And you know what ?

TOBY
It wasn’'t a neeting with neat packers.

STRI CTLAND
Nope. And | wasn't there either. But he
went anyway, to a neeting about Obsessive
Compul sive Disorder. You see Toby, that’s

not only “with style,” it’s poetic too.
TOBY
(smles)
Yes sir.
STRI CTLAND
Now, ny Sorrenson Bill. You think it's a
] oke.
TOBY
No sir, I...
STRI CTLAND

Do you know how nmuch of the Duke student
popul ati on goes to their basket bal

ganmes? Al nost ninety percent. Those ki ds
just love it down there. And nost of
themaren’t even fromthe south,

sonet hing the south is not too keen on

m nd you. How many do you think go to a
Brown basketball ganme?

TOBY
Not ni nety percent, however it probably
woul d help if the Brown basketball team
didn’t suck.

STRI CTLAND
True. But Duke students are fanatic about
their team And do you know why? Pride.
They have pride in there identity there.

TOBY
So, I'msorry, uniforns are gonna’ help
ki ds becone better students because of
pride? Do you honestly think if you take
away sone kid's Addidas you' Il elimnate
the drive-by shootings at his school ?

( CONTI NUED)
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STRI CTLAND
Toby. ..

TOBY
Senator with all do respect, kids out
there will roast you for this. Their
parents will roast you for this. And no
one will blanme them | don’t even think

you woul d bl ane them
Beat. Strictland sighs and shakes his head.

STRI CTLAND
Toby, how do you define a “Team Pl ayer ?”
Now wait before you answer, because a
Team Pl ayer sounds so ronmantic, |ike you
consistently put the health of the group
over your own. But what really happens
is youre not a player at all, you're a
foll ower and a backer.

TOBY
Sir?
STRI CTLAND
Toby, 1’ve been a follower and a backer

for three ternms. Wen | first got

el ected, the office scared the crap out

of me. So it was easy at first to foll ow
ot her people’ s leads. Next thing | know

| was used to it. On | still nade up ny
own mnd but it was for other people’s
| egislature. Before | knewit all | had

to show for ny office were a whol e bunch
of “yeas” and “nays.” Do | have sonet hing
stronger than school unifornms? O course
| do. But you know what, in the end when
| have nothing nore than the smle on ny
face as | wal k out the door, ny own Team
sweeps ne aside. School uniforns was the
only thing they would let ne go to the
hill on, probably because it sits |ow on
everyone’'s radar. Do you know what a
team pl ayer neans Toby? It neans no one
let’s you know you' re obsol ete before
it's too |late.

Toby stares silently back at Strictland.
CUT TGO
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I NT WH TE HOUSE BULLPEN - SAME Tl ME
Donna is typing up a storm CJ approaches.

a
So did you have to go to the bat hroom
undo your pants and re-adjust yourself?

DONNA
| dont want to tal k about it.

a
Hey, |I'’m not the one who told Sam and
Josh that wedgi es were good clean fun

Suddenly Donna produces a LETTER

DONNA
Well this | ooks fun.

a
(takes letter)
I don’t suppose you would listen to nme if
| said drop it, would you?

DONNA
Did you see how it | ooks |ike soneone
took tine to draw and col or in ball oons
on this one?

a
M chel angel o woul d be proud.

A report froma TELEVI SION draws CJ and Donna’s attention.

TELEVI SI ON REPORTER #2
...Shots were fired as the suspect noved
t hrough adm ssions, the auditorium and
the cafeteria. Reports are now com ng of
mul ti pl e gunshot wounds. . .

DONNA
| thought they said she only shot up the
quad.

a
So did I.

TELEVI SI ON REPORTER #2
... The shooter has yet to be identified,
however it has been confirnmed that he had
as many as three firearms with himfor
t hi s ranpage. .
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DONNA
H nf

a
Oh my god. This is a different thing.

TELEVI SI ON REPORTER #2
...It has been confirnmed that the
princi pal and the assistant principal
were both shot...

CUT TGO

INT WH TE HOUSE - JOSH S OFFI CE - SAME TI ME

Josh is glued to his TV.

TELEVI SI ON REPORTER #3
...0One of the nost horrid exanpl es of
school shootings. The suspects were shot
down by | ocal authorities who had
responded to over three thousand cell ul ar
ni ne- one-one phone calls. Mst of which
came from students.

Josh junps up and enters the bullpen. CJ, CHARLIE, and Donna
are all watching televisions. Chun is on the phone.

JOSH

Guys! You seeing this?
a

Yeah.
JOSH

They said the cops shot them down.

CcJ
“Then?” You nmean there were nore of thenf

DONNA
This station said there was just a him

Sam heads i n.

SAM
“H n?” | thought it was just a her.

JOSH

(gets on a phone)
My TV says it was a “them”
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CHARLI E

So it mght not be over.
SAM

What m ght not be over?
DONNA

There was anot her shooti ng.
SAM

Real | y?
CHARLI E

There m ght be other shooters | urking
around in the school if it’'s nore than
one.

DONNA
Wait, this station only says there was a
hi m

JOSH
Waitam nute, |’mhearing now that it was
four guys and a girl.

CcJ
VWhat ?!

SAM
What, they took an entire arny to school ?

JOSH
They were shot down by | ndiana Poli ce.

a
What the hell are Indian police doing in
Br ookl yn?

JOSH
What ? |’ mtal ki ng about | ndi ana.

a
Josh, this is going on in Brooklyn!

DONNA
(re: reports)
It’s going on in both! It’s going on in
bot h!

CcJ
VWhat ?!
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CHUN
(off of phone call)
Confirmed. A shooting has occurred in
Indiana with nmultiple shooters and
mul tiple gun shot victins. Fifteen
m nutes | ater another occurred in
Brookl yn. Specifics aren’t in yet.

BARTLET (O S.)
Three?! There were three school shootings
in one day?!

SMASH CUT TGO

I NT WH TE HOUSE - THE OVAL OFFI CE - LATER

Bart| et
Tobey.

is hearing reports fromLeo, CJ, Josh, Sam and

SAM

FBI says that the shootings in..
a

...Wallace Hgh in Gary, Indiana.
SAM

...Had the nost casualties.
BARTLET

How many?
JOSH

At least five dead and twenty-five

wounded, M. President. Including the

Princi pal and the Assistant Principal.
The assistant’s in critical condition.

BARTLET
What the hell is going on?

a
Sir, NSAis reporting that the kids in
Indiana left a threatening nessage
yesterday on the school nessage board.
They sai d sonet hing about a tinme for
reckoning - the kids who think they own
the school will find out they don't.

BARTLET
What about the one in Brooklyn
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JCSH
Br ookl yn Mayor’'s office reported that it
was a | one shooter, M. President. Arned
with at least three firearns. He noved
through the entire front end of the
school before Police arrived. After a
confrontation, he was gunned down by
officers on scene.

BARTLET
Where? Where in Brooklyn? Wich school ?

JOSH
(reads from a paper)
Ah... Harry S. Truman Hi gh.

TOBY
(startled)
\What ?
BARTLET

Are there anynore shooters?

SAM
They don’t think so in Brooklyn M.
President. But they’'re not sure in
I ndi ana. They downed at |east three
t eenaged nmal es who they think are
students of that school

JOSH
They think it was just the one in
Brookl yn sir. The suspect was a senior
about to go to Col unbia next year. He
approached the school |ast nonth about
the |l ack of security that provide
students on canpus.

SAM
Apparently his younger brother was gunned
down recently when sone fight started at
a football gane.

BARTLET
This kid was trying to be ironic?

LEO

| thought reports said sonething about a
girl too.
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a
Initial reports grouped together the gir
who shot up her school earlier with the
two that just happened.

BARTLET
And why not? It was fair to assune that
Anmerica’'s youth would want to do this
only once a day.

Bartl et gives Leo a | ook.

LEO
Ok, go back to our posture fromearlier
(to Q)
The White House will not be issuing a

statenment until we’ve had conplete
reports fromlocal authorities.

CcJ
An official statenent fromthe President
ain’t gonna happen until the FBI report
cones back in either?

LEO
That’s right. Toby, is our Justice
Li ason still around to play go-between?
Toby doesn’t answer.
LEO ( CONT' D)
Toby?
TOBY
(lost)
Yeah.
LEO
Is Chun still around?
TOBY
Yeah.
LEO

Good. Tell himhe's working for the West
W ng today. (Then) Be careful with this
one people. W don’t want this happening
alot.

CJ, SAM and JOSH all nod. The ad-lib “Thank you M.
President” and exit. Toby' s feet won't nove.
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BARTLET
Toby?

TOBY
Sir?

BARTLET
VWhat is it?

TOBY

Not hing sir. Thank you M. President.
Toby abruptly exits. Bartlet and Leo share a | ook.
CUT TO:
I NT WHI TE HOUSE CORRI DORS - DAY

Toby and Chun nove al ong.

TOBY
What do you know?

CHUN
Brian Brown. A senior. Extrenely bright
and very wel |l |iked.

TOBY

Did he shoot anybody?

CHUN
Yes, but only when they tried to take the
guns away fromhim Wtnesses said he
wanted to prove a point but security may
have over-reacted and started shooti ng.

TOBY
He wanted to prove you could bring a
whol e bunch of guns into school.

CHUN
Yup. After a fire fight, he ended up
shooti ng one security guard and a
teacher, both with superficial wounds.
He was shot dead by unifornms right after.

TOBY
Dammn!

CHUN
He was right too.
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TOBY
What ?

CHUN
It was easy to sneak guns into school.
It was easy when | went there, it’s easy
now.

TOBY
You ok?

CHUN
Yeah. But when it conmes to the annal s of
student protests, | don't think yours
wi Il be the biggest one in Brooklyn
anynore. Inmagine if you had a gun back
t hen.

TOBY

Guns woul dn’t have been ny style.

CHUN
Yeah, well things change.

Chun’s words freeze Toby.
FADE OUT.
END ACT TWO.
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ACT THREE
FADE | N:
| NT/ EST WHI TE HOUSE - DAY
SUPER | MPOSE OVER SCREEN
2: 00pm
| NT WHI TE HOUSE PRESSROOM - DAY
Q) briefs the PRESS CORPS.

a
NSA and FBI officials have both confirned
that all three of the suspected shooters
in I ndiana were downed by uni fornmed
officers. Eyew tnesses have reported
that they only saw three shooters. Two
suf fered superficial gunshot wounds, one
of them has been confirmed killed. Brian?

BRI AN ( PRESS CORP #1)
Were they able to identify the shooters?

CcJ
Oficials have said that the shooters
were i ndeed students fromthat school

BRI AN ( PRESS CORP #1)
Did school officials have any warni ng?

a
There have been reports that at | east one
student left a threatening note on the
school s onl i ne nessage board.

BRI AN ( PRESS CORP #1)
The school didn’'t do anything about it?

a
It was the fifth such threat the school
has received this week and it’s only
Wednesday. Last year they received
al nrost five hundred of what could be
consi dered “threateni ng nessages.” |
don’t know about you guys but ny math
says that’s about two a day. Makes you
wonder why they keep the nessage board
open at all. Mary?
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MARY ( PRESS CORP #2)
CJ, is there any idea where they nmay have
gotten the guns?

a
Mary, | sincerely wish | could tell you
I would love to say that our gun | aws
have becone nore restrictive and
therefore nore effective, however
I ndi ana, Massachusetts, and New York all
have different guns | aws and yet nmmjor
firearms found their way into the hands
of five mnors. Kevin?

KEVI N ( PRESS CORP #3)
Does this nean that the President wl|
want to put guns back on the table?

a
They were off the table?

KEVI N (PRESS CORP #3)
cl. ..

a
I think that this adm nistration has made
it abundantly clear that saying the
Presi dent wants to have guns on the table
is |ike saying he wanted a m | k- shake
when he was in an ice cream shop. Kevin,
never at any tinme did the President want
to stop ordering m|l k-shakes it’'s just
t hat congress, every now and then, stops
serving them Wth that said, | think
we're going to be picking up sone pieces
first before we order another Banana
Snoothie. That’'s all that | have for you
at this time, people.

BRI AN ( PRESS CORP #1)
CJ, quick followup

CcJ
Yes Bri an.

BRI AN ( PRESS CORP #1)
The New York Tines has obtai ned the nanes
off all five shooters and is considering
publ i shing their nanes, all of them
m nors. Does the White House have an
official comment?

Beat. CJ quickly |looks to Carol.
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a
Yes, the President considers his Sunday
i nconplete until he reads his New York
Ti mes Magazi ne.

BRI AN ( PRESS CORP #1)
CJ, this could be a major policy shift in
Amreri can nedi a.

a
I think what you' re saying is that this
could be a major policy switch for the
New Yor k Ti nmes.

BRI AN ( PRESS CORP #1)
. ..

a
And I’"msaying it's really damm hard to
read through all of the New York Tines
Sunday Edition in one day. In fact, |’'ve
never known soneone who actually has.
Thank you peopl e.

C) makes a quick exit with Carol in tow
I NT WHI TE HOUSE - CORRI DORS AND HALLWAYS - CONTI NUOUS
CJ) and Carol are on the nove.

CcJ
Dammi t !

CARCOL
This coul d be problenf

Brian exits the press roomto catch up.

a
Maybe.

BRI AN ( PRESS CORP #1)
a...

a
| don’t like it when people used ny press
roomto nake a statenents, Brian.

BRI AN ( PRESS CORP #1)
CJ, this is big and you knowit. You
don't like it when nedia passes judgenent
on the things you do as an educat ed,
i nformed adul t.
( MORE)
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| magi ne what it would be |ike to have
t hem on you when you' re a m sgui ded ki d.
They may not be the best kids, but

they’'re still kids. | don't want to be
part of a media that will crucify them
Do you?

Beat. CJ doesn’t have an answer.

a (G Ss.)
Brian has a point.

SMASH CUT TO:
INT LEO S OFFI CE - SOMVE TI ME LATER
Leo, Sam Toby are talking with CJ.

a
... This thing wwth the New York Tines
publ i shing their nanes could nean a nmj or
policy switch in Anmerican nedia.

LEO
Wy ?

a
The Times avoi ds publishing the nanes of
m nors when at all possible. They m ght
eventual |y, but when the story breaks
they don’t.

SAM
Soneti nes they have egg on their face.
The Saskat chewan Journal m ght publish
t hese ki ds nanmes but not the big, bad,
super-i nformed New York Ti nes.

a
It neans these kids hopefully won't get
tried in the press.

SAM
No matter how you look at it, the Tines
sets the standard for the national press.

LEO
And if the Tines falls then it’s open
season.

a
Yup.
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LEO

So what do you want to do?
a

Not publish their nanes.
LEO

They’ re gonna’ get published eventually.
a

But not by us.
SAM

Do you think the Times will follow suit?
a

That’'s pretty nmuch what Brian was hopi ng.
These are just kids. Yes, kids with guns
but this is how they' re heard.

TOBY
VWhat ?

a
This is their way now. They nmay not do
it right and they may not really have
anything to protest, but this howit’s
done now.

Beat. Al of them consider her words.

LEO
Sanf?

SAM
| don’t know.

LEO
Toby?

Toby is off in another world.

LEO ( CONT' D)
Toby?

Toby cones back to shake his head.

LEO ( CONT' D)
Go figure it out. Let nme know, soon.

Al three of themnod and exit. Toby takes a nonent.
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LEO ( CONT' D)
You al right Toby?
TOBY
Yeah.
Toby exits.

CUT TGO
I NT WH TE HOUSE BULLPEN - M NUTES LATER

Sam Josh, Charlie, and Donna are |ooking up at reports from
tel evi si on noni tors.

DONNA
(to Josh)

You know, that was nean.
JOSH

Wel cone to the big, bad real world.
DONNA

| want to sue.
SAM

Did you not say -- just prior to

receiving said wedgie in question that --
they were in your mnd in fact good,
harm ess fun?

DONNA
Yes.

SAM
Then you can’t sue.

CJ approaches.

a
Leo’s wants an update. Were are we at?
JOSH
The legal ram fications of a wedgie.
a
G eat .
SAM

Wen | was fifteen | took ny parents car
out and crashed it when I didn’t have a
license. | wasn’'t able to get one until
I was eighteen, and you know what ?
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JOSH
Your parents nmade you work three summers
in arowto pay off the cracked grill of
t heir Mercedes?

SAM
| haven’t been in an accident since. A
perfect driving record. It would suck if

soneone held nme accountable for the
things I did when | was fifteen

CHARLI E
Was anyone killed when you crashed your
parents... BMA?

SAM
Well... Bently actually. And no, there
wasn’t.
a
Ok, next person who would |ike to share.
JOSH
Why don’t you want to publish their
names?
a

Because peopl e get over that tough tine
intheir life. Sure, sone of these kids
are nessed up, but they get over it.
Take that girl this norning: would you
want to lunp her together with the three
i n | ndiana?

DONNA
No.

a
Exactly. But the press will. They’'l
call it a national epidemc. This poor

girl is screwed and she was just naking a
st at enent .

SAM
Wth a gun.

a
Fine, with a gun. But she can get over
it. She can still grow up. And if not

her, than at | east all the other
m sgui ded ki ds who m ght be caught in
sonmething like this in the future.

( MORE)
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CJ( CONT' D)
| still hope they get to be the kid that
can crash their parents car and still be

able to drive in a few years.

CHARLI E
By the way, this was dropped off...

Charli e hands CJ anot her LETTER CJ snatches it.

CHARLI E ( CONT' D)
It’'s very...

a
Drop it Sparky!

CHARLI E
It’s dropped.

SAM
The evening news is soon. W have to
figure this out.

Toby appr oaches.

TOBY
What’ s goi ng on?

SAM
We don’t know yet. But we’'re | eaning
t owar ds synpat hy.

JOSH
What do you think?

TOBY
| think we should bury them

SAM
Excuse me?

a
Toby!

DONNA
You, the l|iberal protest |egend thinks we
shoul d bury thenf

TOBY
Legends are neant to die.
(to Sam
Can | borrow you a sec?

a
Toby?
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TOBY
(to Sam
Come on.

Toby noves off. Sam | ooks to the others before foll ow ng.
I NT VWHI TE HOUSE CORRI DORS - CONTI NUOUS
Sam cat ches up to Toby.

TOBY
Does Strictland have any ot her
| egi sl ature on youth accountability

SAM
He coaut hored a bunch of reactionary |aw
meki ng that the Wi p thought was too nuch
to bring to the hill. But that’'s about
it. Nothing you d be interested in.

TOBY
Does it concern kids and hol ding them
responsi ble for their actions?

SAM
Well... yeah.

TOBY
Then |’ m i nt erest ed.

SAM
He wanted to inplenent a nationally
mandat ed version of the WIIlie Boskin
Law.

TOBY
Refresh ny nenory.

SAM
The Boskin law called for trying mnors
as adults for a adult crinmes. Up unti
now it has been left up to each state’s
supreme court to decide, but to be honest
the decisions very rarely get out of
|l ocal grand jury. It’s nostly a policy
initiative.

TOBY
W' d be saying as a governnment this is
what we want, which is essentially what
happens any way.
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SAM
Yes. Is this your version of saying we
shoul d bury them only | ouder?
TOBY
Can you get ne a copy?
SAM
Sure.
TOBY
Good. Do it.
SAM

Toby, is it possible that you ve becone
so liberal that you ve sonehow snapped
all the way around and becone
conservative?

Toby gives Sam a | ook before noving off.

a (0 Ss)
Ww, that’s quite the shot.

SMASH CUT TGO
INT TOBY'S OFFICE - NI GHAT TI ME (9: 30PM

C) inspecting Toby’'s lip. Sam Josh, and Toby are al
dri nki ng.

TOBY
Yeah. Do you want a drink?
a
VWhat is that?
JOSH
Ri ce Vodka.
TOBY
It was buried in nmy desk. | figured
since I'll be cleaning it out soon,

m ght as well drink it now.
CJ shrugs and sits on his couch with a sigh.
a
Sure.

(to Sam and Josh)
So you two gave Donna Mbss a wedgi e?
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Well... yeah.
JOSH
Are you nortified?
a
No. In fact hearing about it was the

hi ghl i ght of ny day.

EXT./EST WH TE HOUSE - DAY
SUPER | MPCSE OVER SCREEN
4:15 PM
I NT WH TE HOUSE CORRI DORS - DAY

CJ) is on her way to her office.

CARCOL
CJ, a representative from Mail Room
called...

a

Did they figure out who dies?

CARCL
Sort of --

INT CI’S OFFI CE - CONTI NUQUS

48.

DI SSOLVE TO

C) enters to find Mail Security Supervisor WYATT STONE, (39)

standing in her office.

WYATT
Watt Stone, Ma’am \White House Mi
a
-- Do I have a big kick ne sign on ny
back Watt?
WYATT
No Ma’ am
a

Then why the hell is Mail Security using

their governnent issued size tens on ny

ass?
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WYATT
Ma’ am you haven’'t done anyt hi ng about
t hese. ..
a
Watt, |I'’msorry, but ne being the Wite

House Press Secretary takes up ny day
when I’mnot in here playing on-line
Scr abbl e.

WYATT
Yes Ma’am But you' re accumnul ating these
letters and we have to keep checking
them |If they' re sonething you could
just respond to, then you'll be freeing
up val uable White House Security tine.

a
What ever. Fine. Just drop themall off
to ne, like |I’ve been telling you.

have better things | can be doing than
wor ryi ng about this.

CJ noves behind her DESK and ignores Watt. He takes a
novenent to consider her words then produces a MAI L SATCHEL
He opens it and pours out several dozen letters onto her
deskt op.

CJ (CONT' D)
VWhat ?!  What the hell is this?

WYATT
We have better things we could be doing
with our tine too.

a
Get out! Get the hell out you son of a
bitch! Get QUT!!!

Watt | eaves as CJ chases him She | ooks out to see she’'s

di sturb several people in the hallway. She also | ooks |ike
she’s about to cry. Looking at people, she slowy closes her
door .

CUT TGO
I NT WH TE HOUSE - THE OVAL OFFI CE - DAY
Bartlet and Leo are tal king as Toby enters.

BARTLET
... This is not how we did things when I
was in school, Leo.

( MORE)
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BARTLET( CONT' D)

Is it possible that you and | have gotten
so old that we forgot what it’s like to
be a ki d?

LEO
God | hope not.

BARTLET
What about you Toby?

TOBY
We don’t have to be spectators, sir.

BARTLET
h? What have ya  got?

TOBY
Senator Strictland sir.

BARTLET
School uni fornms Toby?

TOBY
No sir. He's also witten the Sallinger
Act, which essentially calls for trying
ki ds who have commtted adult crines as
adul ts.

BARTLET
Doesn’t that essentially happen anyway?

TOBY
It’s up to the local court actually. But
this would make it a national policy.

LEO
You brought this into the Oval Ofice
Toby?

BARTLET

Strictland’s a pouty bl ow hard, Toby. An
old fart who's bl am ng everyone but
hi nrsel f for not speaking his own m nd.

TOBY
Wth all due respect M. President, this
Bill could cone from Ted Kazinski and |1'd
still consider it.

LEO

VWhat do Sam CJ, and Josh think? Because
this woul d essentially answer their
guesti on about publishing those kids
nanmes, by way of overkill.
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TOBY
| didn’t ask them

Bartl et and Leo exchange | ooks, then --

BARTLET
No Toby.
TOBY
M. President..
BARTLET
No Toby. | amnot going to create a

defacto policy and I’mnot going to force
the hand of kids who already feel their
hands are forced. And quite frankly
Toby, 1’m amazed that you of all people
who be up in here with this.

TOBY
(getting mad)
M. President!

LEO
That’s enough Toby. Please go wait in ny
of fice.

Toby stares the two down.

LEO ( CONT' D)
Toby!

Reluctantly, Toby exits to Leo’s office.

BARTLET
What’ s goi ng on?

LEO
Dammed if | know.

INT WH TE HOUSE - LEO S OFFI CE - M NUTES LATER

Leo enters to find Toby waiting.

LEO
Don’t ever go in there again wth your
own stuff. We don't play maverick around

here and you know it. [If Samor Josh or
C) did that you'd be the first to bark
t hem down.
TOBY
Leo. ..
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LEO
That's all. You're di smssed.

TOBY
Leo. \Whatever these kids think they' re
doing, it’s not working. And it’s gonna’
keep on happeni ng.

LEO
Maybe. But this admnistration ain’t
gonna’ take away their right to be kids,
no matter how bad it seens. | don't know
what’s going on with you today Toby, and
right now !l don't care. The answer is
no.

Beat. Toby furiously eyes Leo. Momnents |ater he | eaves. Leo
| ooks back up with concern as he goes.

CUT TGO
I NT WH TE HOUSE BULLPEN - DAY
CJ) approaches Josh and Sam Donna and Charlie are hovering.

a
Kk, Huey and Luey, what’s it gonna’ be?

JOSH
Hey, | heard about that thing that
happened with Mail Security. You ok?

a
There wasn’t a thing. Now, what’'s it
gonna be?

SAM
Wul dn’t we just be delaying the
i nevi tabl e?

a
Maybe. Probably. Is that what you're
sayi ng?

SAM
No. |1’ m saying maybe we’'d be living in a

fantasy worl d.

a
That’s hardly a revel ati on, Sam

Beat, then..
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JOSH
I don’t want to publish these kids.

SAM
Neither do |I. You?

a
Not especially?

CHARLI E
So that’s it? W’re going to protect
crimnals - killers?

SAM
No, we're going to protect our Kkids.

CHARLI E
Protecting them neans ot her kids can die.

SAM
Protecting freedom neans people can die.

The wei ght of Samis words hold over everyone.
CUT TGO
I NT WHI TE HOUSE - TOBY' S OFFI CE

Toby is brooding at his desk, flipping between gruesone news
reports on his television. Chun taps on his door.

CHUN
Toby, do you need ne any nore because |’'m
about to brief the Justice Departnent for
our statenent.

TOBY
No. Thanks.

Chun turns to | eave but..

TOBY (CONT' D)
Hey!

CHUN
Yeah.

TOBY
Do you have the nanes of all the
shoot er s?

CHUN
Well, yeah. O course.
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TOBY
| just want to nake sure you do, so you

get everything right.
CHUN

I wasn’t aware that there would be a need
to get all the nanes right.

Beat. Toby just |ooks at him

TOBY
Well, now you are.

CHUN
Real |y Toby?

TOBY

It’s how we do | aterals around here.

Chun takes off. Toby picks up his phone and dials.

TOBY (CONT' D)
(into his phone)
Senator Strictland please. Tell himit’s
Toby Ziegler.

CUT TGO

I NT WH TE HOUSE BULLPEN - SOME TI ME LATER

Leo approaches CJ, Josh, and Sam

LEO
So what’ s happeni ng?
a
We're not giving out the nanes.
JOSH
Yeah, hopefully the Tinmes will get the
nessage.
LEO

W' || make sure they do.

DONNA
(rushes in)
W may not get to.

Donna grabs a renote and turns up a TV. An inmage of Justice
Depart nent Spokeswoman LORNE ADAMS (48) appears on screen.
Chun is in the background.
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LORNE
(fromtel evision)
..Coll een Murphy was a junior at Taft
Hi gh School in Sunnyval e, Massachusetts,
while David Enory, Darryl Jones, and
Bobby Stockwin were all seniors at
Wal | ace High School in Gary, Indiana...

SAM
She just gave out the kids' nanes.

a
What the hell is going on?

JOSH
D d anyone aut horize this?

Leo | ooks long at the screen. Charlie enters.

CHARLI E
Leo! Senator Strictland s holding a
conference. He's going to use all the
shoot ers nanmes then introduce a bill
calling for those kids to be tried as
adul ts.

a
My god, Justice cleared the way for him

SAM
How di d he know they’ d use the nanes?

JOSH
Soneone nust’'ve told him

CJ picks up another renote and turns another set on.

Srictl and

appears at a outside the senate.

STRI CTLAND
(fromtel evision)
...t is tinme that the Coll een Mirphys,
t he Bobby St ockw ns, and the Dyl an
Joneses of this country found sone rea
accountability to prevent these tragedies
from happeni ng agai n!

LEO
Where the hell is Toby?

FADE OUT:

END ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR
FADE | N:
| NT/ EST WHI TE HOUSE - EARLY EVEN NG
SUPERI MPOSED OVER SCREEN
6: 45pm
I NT WHI TE HOUSE - THE OVAL OFFI CE - EARLY EVEN NG

Bartlet is |ooking very kinetic and very bothered. There's a
knock on the door.

BARTLET
Yes!
Toby enters.
TOBY
M. President.
BARTLET
Goddammi t Toby!
TOBY
.Sir.
BARTLET
Toby, | amused to bei ng maneuvered by
t he Republicans, | amused to being

maneuvered by ny constituents! Congress!
The Justice Departnment! My own party!

Hell, even ny own wife!
TOBY
Sir...
BARTLET
But Damit, Toby! | amnot used to being

maneuvered by ny own senior staff. |
mean Dammit Toby! Dammit!!!

TOBY
Sir, Strictland got to take an initiative
of accountability. You, yourself said to
me that you didn’t want to have any
defacto policy making. This isn't. |It’s
hi s.
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BARTLET

S57.

You' re not that naive Toby. These weren’t

issues | had to worry about, totally off

the radar. Except you - not Congress, not

the Senate, not even the damed Suprene
Court - made it into sonmething | had to
suddenly worry about!

TOBY
I think if this adm nistration..

BARTLET
Toby, | think I’ve nade it abundantly

clear that | really don't give a rats ass

what you think! M god Toby, you really
are the problemchild. Wy can’t you be
nore |ike Sam Josh, and CJ - the good
kids in the famly.

TOBY
Wll, if this administration didn't have
it’s head up it’'s ass!

BARTLET
This adm nistration!? Are you sayi ng you
think that this adm nistration has it’s
head up it’'s ass or |, the President of
these United States, has his head up his
ass? Because there is very little
distinction in what you' re saying here
Toby! (Then) You picked a hell of a tine
to becone reactionary!

TOBY
It beats the bl eachers, M. President!

Leo enters. Bartlet and Toby are nose to nose.

BARTLET
Toby, | have half a mnd right nowto
knock you on your whining, self-absorbed
ass.

TOBY

Well then yes, sir, | think you,
speci fically, have your head up your ass
M. President!!!

LEO
Toby! What the hell are you doing?

Leo grabs Toby and whirls himaway fromBartlet.
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Bartl et grabs onto Leo.

BARTLET
Leo, cal m down!

LEO
I just got off the phone doing cleaning
up with Justice. Soneone’s head has to
roll there and it’s probably going to be
your buddy Chun’s.

TOBY
Sonmeone had to protest --

BARTLET
Toby, didn’t you just hear what he sai d?
They’ re gonna’ hang Chun for this.

Beat .

LEO
Just get the hell out of here Toby!

Toby collects hinself and | eaves.

BARTLET
(to hinmself)
Damm.

DI SSOLVE TO
INT TOBY'S OFFI CE - A FEW M NUTES LATER

Toby wearily enters. A nonent later he realizes Chun is
standing there waiting for him

CHUN
That was a | ateral Toby?

TOBY
They’ re not gonna’ hang you out to dry.

CHUN
How t he hell would you know?

TOBY
Peopl e are just pissed.

Suddenly Chun turns and punches Toby in the jaw, knocking him
on his ass. Josh catches it as he was passing by.

JOSH
Hey!
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CHUN
| " m pi ssed too.

JOSH
What the hell are you doi ng?

Chun | eaves w t hout answeri ng.

JOSH ( CONT' D)
Toby, you alright man? Toby?

DI SSOLVE TO
INT TOBY' S OFFI CE - LATER (9: 30PM
Sam Josh, and CJ are still hanging out with Toby. The vodka
bottle is al nost enpty.
SAM
Those ki ds deserve better Toby.
a
Sam . .
SAM

No, wait. Those kids did a lot to
destroy their future today and you hel ped
seal their coffins.

JOSH
He's right.

TOBY
They had no style.

SAM
VWhat ?

TOBY
They were just being |oud Sam They had
no style. They wanted to say sonething
but all they got out were big noises.
They didn’t acconplish anyt hing.

There’s a knock at the door, nonments |ater Bartlet opens it.
Everyone stiffens and rises. They all ad-lib “Good evening
M. Presidents.”

BARTLET

Can | have a nonent alone with Toby
pl ease?
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Sam Josh, and CJ all get up and | eave. Bartlet closes the

door behind them He sits on Toby’s couch.

TOBY
M. President..

BARTLET
(re: bottle)
Ichiro Vodka. That’'s good stuff.

TOBY
Yes sir. M. President...

BARTLET
Have a seat. (they sit, then) Toby
before we get to all the “I"'mterribly
sorry” and the “I deeply apol ogies”, |
want to hear one thing: why? | consider
you a rational, extrenely intelligent
i ndividual and -- believe it or not when
| don’t want to kill you -- a good

friend. So maybe now woul d be a good
time to get your head out of your ass.

Beat. Bartlet is waiting.

TOBY
Those ki ds shooting today... they' re ne.
I’ mthe granddaddy of student protestors.
Pissed off little punk kids with no idea,
that’s what | was. But yelling |oud
doesn’t do anything anynore. Now ki ds
just do | oud things.

BARTLET
Toby, you had nothing to do wth those
kids. ..

TOBY

My father once said to ne that 1'd

under stand when | got ol der, when | can
see the consequences of ny actions. And
| told himto go to hell. Neverm nd that
he coul d’ve been right. | nean | was a
sel f-righteous prick, renmenber? But
maybe he was once as sel f-righteous too.
Maybe he want ed people to play whatever
musi c they |iked, have sex w th whatever
person they wanted and say whatever they
w shed. But he didn’t have the |uxury of
an opinion because he had a famly to

f eed.

60.
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Beat .

Beat .

BARTLET
| bet you told himto go to hell nore
times than you can count.

TOBY
M. President, ny father is not a great
man or for that matter even a good nan.
But because of his actions his kids went
to school and now do good things. What
do | have to show for ny actions: Kids
bring big guns to school.

Bartl et smrks.

BARTLET

|’ m probably the [ ast protest you' ve got,
Toby. Looks like you' ve still got your
stuff.

(then)
Toby, 1’m not your father...

(del i berately)
...but, if I were, | can tell you nowl'd
be proud.

An_epi phany. Toby doesn’t know what to say.

BARTLET ( CONT’ D)
Toby, you're a val ued nenber of ny staff.
To | ose you woul d suck. Laterals cone
fromthe quarterback around here, got it?

TOBY
Yes sir.

BARTLET
Good, because if you ever pull a stunt
like this again I'll be the one who

personal | y knocks you on your ass. W’'d
m ss you Toby but we’d nove on.

Bartl et gets up.

BARTLET ( CONT’ D)
As for Strictland, he' |l be nore work.
You maneuvered us into a national debate.
| get three of those before breakfast
every day, you know? But you'll be
dealing with this one, all by yourself.

TOBY
| understand sir.
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BARTLET
OCh and one nore thing...
(wy smle)
You' re about to have kids so I'll spare
you the details except to say you d be
surprised what us fathers know.

Bartl et opens the door to reveal Leo in the enpty Bull pen.

Toby nods.

BARTLET ( CONT’ D)
(to Leo)
There’ s peace.

LEO
(re: Toby' s lip)
Chun do that?

TOBY
Yeah.

LEO
You have a gl ass jaw.

TOBY
He hits like a girl.

LEO
Yeah, whatever M kie Spinks. (Then) 1’11
meke sure he doesn’t hang.

BARTLET
I’mgoing to get a carrot juice.

LEO
Me too. You com ng Toby?

TOBY
(hesitates)
Yeah.

BARTLET
Oh, did Sam Seaborne and Josh Lyman give
Donna Mbss a wedgi e?

LEO
| believe so M. President.

BARTLET
Damm, that’s funny.

CUT TGO
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C) is slowy noving through the halls on her way out. She
nmerges with Donna, Sam and Josh

a
Hey.
SAM AND JCSH
Hey.
DONNA
We were just thinking about those kids.
a
The shooters?
JOSH
The shooters, their classmates, the kids
wat ching on TV... all of themreally.
DONNA

How are they gonna get over being kids?

a
You’' d be surprised.

C) pulls out one of the letters.

CJ (CONT' D)
“BJFHSA Board” stands for the Benjamn J.
Frankl in H gh School Al umi Board.
(reads) “Dear C audia Jean, this is Sue-
El l en Marshal. Renmenber ne? W graduated
hi gh school together way back when and I
along with many others, would like to
congratul ate you on all your
acconpl i shments within the Bartl et
Adm ni stration. Wo knew that C audia
Craig fromchem stry class and the year
book would go so far? | wanted to visit
W th you when you were our celebrity
speaker at reunion | ast year, but
unfortunately things didn't work out when
you got called to leave. So the Al umi
Commttee would |ike to extend an
invitation to you for our honecomng this
fall, celebrating our year. Please cone,
it would nean a great deal to a | ot of
people and it would be great to finally
catch up to such a dear, old friend.”
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JOSH
You and good ol d Sue-Ell en Marshal
weren’'t such dear friends, were you?

a
Nope. She once had a party ny junior year
and specifically told everyone to not

invite me.
DONNA
Wy ?
cl
Because | broke all the bell curves in
chem stry class. | have several dozen

letters fromthe Sue-El |l ens and the
Sandra Omens and Dana Murphys back in ny
of fice.

C) stops as they get to the front exit. It’s raining outside.

CJ (CONT’ D)
Do you know how | know these kids w |
get over this? Because we have to.

CJ) words seem punctuated by the rain. Sam Josh, and Donna
silently | ook back at her. They al nost believe her.

JOSH
Yeah.

CJ) looks up. The rain is getting wirse. She doesn’t have an
unbrella. She |ooks to the other three, closes up her
j acket, and wal ks of f.

FADE TO BLACK

END OF SHOW




